
QS World University Rankings 

 The QS World University Rankings is published annually by the British agency Quacquarelli Symonds (QS). Each 
university’s overall score is calculated by aggregating various sub-indicators expressed as percentages. 

 

In the QS World University Rankings, reputation is not an abstract assessment, but the result of two massive 
independent opinion surveys conducted globally: the Academic Reputation survey and the Employer Reputation 
survey. 

Academic Reputation (30%). The calculation follows very strict rules to avoid favouritism: 

Expertise filter: At the start of the survey, participants indicate their broad field of specialisation (e.g. Life 
Sciences, Engineering, Humanities) and their geographical familiarity. 

Open nominations without lists: Respondents are asked to list the universities they consider to be excellent for 
research in their field. No pre-compiled list is provided, thereby eliminating visual cues. 

No self-voting: Academics are not permitted to vote for their own university. 

Geographical weighting and balance: National and international votes are weighted differently to prevent highly 
populous countries from over-representing their universities. 

Suggested contacts: QS allows universities to provide a list of international academics, employers and corporate 
partners with whom they collaborate. The agency then sends the survey to these contacts independently. 

Employers Reputation (15%). This section assesses perceptions of the quality of graduates in the labour 
market. 

Identifying excellence: Employers from public and private sector organisations are asked to name up to a 
maximum number of national and international institutions from which they prefer to recruit staff. 
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